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Summer, 2001

Dear Service School Command Families:

Greeting to all! Can't believe summer is 1/3 over already, seems like we just got rid of the snow last week. What's even more unsettling to me is my tour at SSC is 1/2 over with also and that is even harder to believe. However, I would say we've accomplished a great deal in the last year. I continue to be impressed with the staff and their involvement with our student population and the Sailorization process. Believe me, everyone here is having a huge positive impact on the fleet through the leadership each staff member exercises with our most precious resource, the new Sailor. 

Regarding QOL issues, we're making progress but the effort is far from complete. With few exceptions, the entire staff is on email. We still need to work the internet connectivity issues in the BEQs but it's coming. We've managed to expand the duty section requirements from 12 to 24 section duty and as our manning continues to improve, I intend to go to 30 section duty.  We've put ownership in the BEQs with rotating shift work which is having a very positive impact on the student issues that in turn significantly reduces the number of personal problems the staff had to deal with. And finally, we've adjusted the working hours so the staff and students start their day at a more reasonable hour.  

On the horizion, I will continue to work those issues that will make Great Lakes a preferred duty station and intend to keep you posted on our progress. Clearly schools, parking, housing security and child care on everyone's scope and I will tell you the Admiral is fully engaged in resolving these issues for our families. 

That's it for this quarter so stay cool in the near term but remember, ole man winter is only 4 months away.   







Sincerely, Capt Block

SSC, NTC Great Lakes,

"Your Navy Starts Here" 

CAPT D. A. BLOCK

Ombudsmen

Service School Command

SSC Careline
(847) 688-6326
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